SOUTHERN MENS LEAGUE

BRAUNTON 21st MAY 2011

Larry Garnham reports:

Newquay & Par’s men’s team knew that the task was going to be hard this year following their two division promotion as reward for an unbeaten 2010 season. They travelled to North Devon to compete against four very strong teams. Brighton, Met Police, Dacorum and home club, North Devon. The standards were generally high and Newquay’s young team did well with debuts from Matt O’Connor, gaining two personal best in the long jump and triple jump, 15 year old James Craddock with a PB in the 1500m and Neil Tunstall with impressive performance in the 400Hdls and sprint hurdles. It was however the old guard that stole the show. Brett Marsh in his 18th season in the men’s team was the only athlete to gain two ‘A’ string wins in the shot and hammer. There were two ‘B’ string wins by Mike Madden in the hammer and Mat Harris in the sprint hurdles. Unfortunately with last minute injuries causing a revamp of the team selection at the eleventh hour it meant that some athletes were stretched and despite young George Hildersley filling in in the steeplechase to cap a fine day with PBs in both the guest 100m and 200m, Newquay just didn’t have enough cover in crucial middle and long distance events. Nevertheless the team performed well finishing fourth with over 100pts again and actually beat home team North Devon

