SOUTHERN MENS LEAGUE

PORTSMOUTH 7th MAY 2011

The start of a brand new era for Newquay & Par and indeed for Cornwall! Our first match in the dizzy heights of division one of the Men’s Southern League. No Cornish club has ever competed at this level before!

A welcome return to the team following a year’s layoff saw Mat Harris and Dan Pearce add experience and strength to the young developing squad. Debuts by no less than three first year under 17s filled many of the gaps. James Houseman in the high jump and sprints, Jack Wightman in the 400m and relays and Kieran Rowe in the 800m, 400m and relay. Kyle Chapman in only his second year of competing in the Men’s team seemed like an old campaigner as did Harry Woodward who did the men’s high hurdles for the very first time (I can assure you that is no easy task!) and lobbed out the javelin to a new pb of over 46mtrs. New signing Ruben Cohen got injured but still managed to win the ‘B’ string pole vault and Dan Pearce had a great day in the throws but we do suspect that the officials got his discus mark wrong by about ten metres. No body seemed to complain so we counted our luck! As usual it was left to the old guard of Brett Marsh and Isaac Clayton to build up some valuable points. The highlight of the day was Isaac’s win in the ‘B’ string high hurdles, a late replacement following Ruben’s injury. There were no ‘A’ string wins, but we probably suspected that at this much higher level of competition. The day ended up with a more than satisfactory third place and my award for Man of The Match goes to Isaac Clayton. The next match is at Braunton on 21st May 2011 and all those interested in being up for selection should get in touch with Clive Marsh. (There will be competition for places at the home match – be warned)

