BROOKS WESTWARD LEAGUE – PARKE ESTATE, BOVEY TRACEY SUNDAY 13TH FEBRUARY 2011
Dave Varney writes:

The Newquay & Par athletes seemed to revel in the rain & muddy conditions at Bovey Tracey for the penultimate fixture of the Brooks Westward League with three individual winners & three winning teams.
Already guaranteed the Under 15 Girls title with her fifth win of the winter and leading the team to victory overall was Charlotte Cayton-Smith. Charlotte, Lucy Bowden & Ashley Smith needed this final team win to seal their top position in the League and it was emphatic, with the three finishing first second & third. Charlotte made light of the massive hill after the opening lap of the Parke House Estate and finished relaxed and with a huge grin knowing the title was hers and with her team mates following in close behind and ahead of the rest. With the final fixture at Redruth the day after the National Schools Championships at Nottingham next month, there is no pressure to compete after a tiring weekend away having got the fifth winning score out of six. 

  

The Under 13 Girls do not have the same luxury as the Under 15 Girls needing good scores at this fixture and at the final match to take the title, although most will not be travelling to Nottingham as they are still too young. They packed the start despite several having competed the day before at the South West Schools near Taunton. Not only did they record a run away victory, the 'B' team wracked up a second place. 

Georgia Timson, who had a stunning race the day before, carried on in the same manner and was only beaten by the two Plymouth girls who currently head the League table. Lily England had made up ground in the League on Emily Ackland from Tavistock but could not catch her over the 3Km course, finishing 5th and now trails by a single point for the overall third postion. Close on her heels was Emma Morley to complete the 'A' team.   

Not far behind at ninth was Abby Cayton-Smith, heading up the winning 'B' team with Calla Sweetzer-Sturt at 12th, Maia Garner at 14th and Lowenna Hawkey 16th. 

  

The Senior teams have been enhanced this winter by the inclusion of Newquay Road Runners and St Austell Runners. The Women's team performances, in particular, have been of high quality.  Lucy Kelvey took her fourth win of the season in the W35 age group and was third in the overall 'open' age group race. Whilst others took to walking on the second climb of the hill in the woods, Lucy, Sharon Coyne and the others kept their momentum going to pick up valuable places. Sharon secured her first win in the W45 category and looks favourite for second overall. Heidi Gray had her best run of the winter at 29th and completed the Women's team to keep them in contention for the title. Something the Veterans team has already won with their fifth victory gained by Lucy, Sharon and Steph Martin at 32nd. Steph was third on the day in the W40 age group and should keep that position overall. 

  

Sue Ogilvey was just one place behind Steph in the race but third in the W50 to maintain this same overall placing ahead of team mate Lesley Richardson who is fourth in the same age band. Lesley McClaren completed the team with a 57th placing. 

  

Steve Babb was the leading Senior Man for the club, finishing 20th but more importantly, third in the M40 banding and is now within one point of this placing overall. Although one short of the 'open' Men's team numbers, the four that competed were all in the veteran age groups & kept alive their outside chance of a team medal. Graham Hodgson suffered a fall in the mud which covered stones & tree roots but still managed 33rd, Kevin Burnett notched up a second in the M55 banding at 54th and Ray Frith was third in the M60 age group, just two points off a possible trophy, finishing 68th. 

  

The opening race saw the Under 11's twice circle the flat starting field. Craig Pettitt started off in his usual front place, with Finn Birnie at fourth and younger sister Chloe well in the frame in her first club race. The others closed in on Craig and overtook him going into the final straight, Finn storming through to take second, Craig was at fourth and Chloe 14th overall with the boys and girls together, placed second girl. 

  

