Women’s Southern League, Guildford, Saturday 26th July 2008

Dave Varney writes:

Premiership status in 2009 looks more positive for the Newquay & Par Southern Women's team as they produced one of their best displays at Guildford on Saturday & were helped by an unexpected poor result from Basildon in their home fixture, keeping them at 12th but still only one place above the four relegation zone teams.
 

The club had set out with Brighton & Hove as their target to beat on the day in a bid to reverse the positions at the lower end of the table. With Basildon at home, even against league title contenders, Windsor, Slough, Eton & Hounslow, it had been anticipated that the slim one point advantage the Cornish club had over them would disappear but fortunately, WSE&H hammered the Essex club as well as Ealing & Crawley.
 

It soon became apparent, however, that Brighton had other ideas & had turned out in force, Stevenage & North Herts were putting in a good showing with 8th placed Chelmsford being put under the greatest pressure in the closest contest of the summer.
 

Despite the distances involved, the Newquay & Par athletes have shown that they can cope with the highest level of competition the League can offer & this was one of the best teams assembled. All events were covered with the exception of the  under15 Girls 1500m & the  'B' string U17 80m Hurdles, two events which have been the downfall for the club all season.
 

The track programme started perfectly with a clear win for Philippa Brett in the U17 300m Hurdles, as the distance moved up to the Senior 400m, Jasmin Hicks & Tessa Williamson picked up a 3rd A & a B win whilst being involved in the middle of the best Pole Vault competition seen in the Division this year. 3.40m for Jasmin & 1.90m for Tessa would normally have taken the majority of the points but both had to settle for 3rd
 

There were some good pairings throughout the day. Leah Paulley & Alice Robins made it a double in the 200m with 26.3s & 26.8s respectively. Leonie Woodfinden's return to the athletic scene is going in the right direction as she partnered Caroline Steven in the 800m & 1500m, the pair only dropping 3 points from a maximum 16.
 

Lamorna Newman made her club / league debut as a 'Higher Competition Athlete' boosting the under 15 team & producing a winning lifetime best Long Jump performance of 4.80m with Claire May taking the B win in a season best 4.69m.
 

In a series of Under 15 best performances, Karis Harrington was close to her County Shot Record with a winning putt of 8.59m then added a p/b in the Discus at 19.28m, Charlotte Lowe improved her Discus best to 14.88m, Hollie Startup pushed her High Jump best to 1.35m  where Hannah Saunders equalled her best of 1.25m.
 

With the match dramatically close in the final events, the relays were hotly contested, first in the 4 x 100m where the Seniors lost out in a blanket finish, the under 15 team fairing better with a second. The excitement rose as the burgundy & white vests started to build up a convincing lead in the 4 x 400m finale, only to see this snatched in the final leg by some outstanding 400m running from the Stevenage athlete, a 54 second specialist in the event!
 

The chance to maintain their placing is now in the hands of the club's athletes who have a huge final match advantage at the end of August with a home fixture at the Par track. The disadvantage is hosting a match containing Windsor SE&H, now top of the league & going for the Championship title, ironically, Guildford, who were hosting the parallel match on Saturday & still with a mathmatical chance of winning the league & a consistent Radley team who lie at 5th in the table.
 

A massive support will be expected of the team, including the events that the club have struggled to fill on the away matches to produce the perfect Wedding present for joint team manager, Tessa Williamson, who will be otherwise engaged, in this crucial tie against the top flight opposition. Depending on favourable results in the other three matches elsewhere in the Southern Region to determine their fate is not an option!
 

Team results: =1st Brighton & Stevenage 144, 3rd N&P 137, 4th Chelmsford 131
 

