BROOKS WESTWARD LEAGUE – PENRICE SCHOOL, ST AUSTELL SUNDAY 15TH NOVEMBER 2009

Dave Varney writes

A late change of venue for the second Brooks Westward League fixture, thanks to the cordiality offered by the Penrice Community College in allowing the event to be run over their playing fields meant that local athletes from the Newquay & Par Athletic Club built on the previous success at Plymouth with a further five individual & one team win, fittingly including one of the clearest wins of the day from Amy Sweet, a Penrice pupil.
 

The St Austell venue has been held at the Tregorrick home of the Rugby Club for many years now & it was therefore a big blow to the organising host club when their request for this year was turned down. An approach to Penrice Community College was warmly accepted & a new course devised to make the most of the adjacent sports fields. Although not as testing on levels, the short changes between playing areas, sharp twists & turns & the recent periods of heavy rainfall, which resulted in some heavy going, provided an excellent alternative & taxing course, which several complimented.
 

The first of the individual wins came in the opening race, combining the Under 17 men with The Under 17 & Senior/Veteran Women. Caroline Steven added to her overall lead in the W40 age group category, finishing 13th in the Senior Group. Ahead of her at 7th & taking her second runners up place in the W35 age group, was Lucy Kelvey.  Sandra Toher at 24th completed the 'Senior' team who were fourth & with Yvette Williams on her debut at 53rd, completed a Veteran team with Lucy & Caroline, which was placed third.
 

The Under 13 Girls once again turned out in force & although missing Charlotte Cayton-Smith, who won the previous day in the English School Cup Regional fixture at Millfield, kept their 100% team placing intact. Danni Holmes brought the team home at 6th with a fast closing Anna Venning, who also competed at Millfield the day before, at 7th & Claudia Carlyon-Moore at 14th. A tightly packed Ashley Smith at 15th, Emmie Blamey 16th & Kimberly Old at 18th gave the 'B' team third on the day with Yasmin Steven at 26th.
 

Danny Old was the next youngster to shine, this time getting the better of the Bideford Under 13 winner at Plymouth, overtaking him in the final long run in to the finish to make them joint leaders. The team finished second behind Plymouth thanks to good performances from Isaac Parker on his debut & still eligible to compete as an Under 11, at 12th, one place ahead of Corey Cross, with Luke Craddock at 19th.
 

Emma Morley repeated her winning ways in the Under 11 Development race. Combined with the boys, she was 6th overall, just behind Luke Wheeler & Kye Olesen. Harry Blamey was 9th.
 

With leading Senior, Kevin Toher unable to compete due to illness, the team mainly consisted of Veteran athletes apart from James Ansell, who was at 32nd & Gregg Hooper at 47th. Between these two, Martin Davies led the veteran team to fourth place with an age group category win in the M50's, Graham Hodgson was 43rd & completing the team were Nigel Doyle at 52nd, John Horton 86th, Kevin Burnett 88th & Phil Pomeroy 112th.
 

By this time the ground was starting to get badly cut up in places & slippery on the inclines. Up against U15 Exeter rival, Rosie Chamberlain, Amy Sweet was determined not to hang around & was soon clear & looking like a winner half way around the opening large lap. By the second, the conditions were having no effect & she pulled further away for a 45 second victory.
 

Claire Goacher also made her League debut & was well in contention with a strong contingent from Penair School, she eventually finished 10th but with eight of the first 10 from Cornwall, this looks to be a good County squad for the Championship races in the late winter. Katie Yeomans turned out for the second day to give the team a second place at 15th & another debut for the club by Josie Gilbert at 18th.
 

The large Under 15 Boys squad at Plymouth dwindled to two & missed league leader, Hobie Martin, who was another winner at Millfield the day before, with James Craddock at 12th & Kieran Rowe, 19th, chalking up valuable points, which may be vital at the end of the season.
