Women’s Southern League, Premier Division – Eton, Saturday May 30th 2009

Dave Varney writes:


The Newquay & Par female athletes have a massive task to remain in the top flight of the Women's Southern League after finishing last in their second fixture of five, at Eton on Saturday & now hold up the rest of the fifteen teams in the Premier Division.
 
The size of the club, this level of competition & the extent of travelling makes it harder for the club to finish in the top half & last year, it was down to a win at home in the final match which ensured survival. This year, there will be a home match at Par in September but the points tally is lower & it will need a better result from the next two matches to give the team a fighting chance.
 
The team was reduced, for a number of reasons, with every member putting their full efforts in & for two thirds of the match, were in third from the four at this venue, including League Champions Windsor, Slough, Eton & Hounslow, but the heat & lack of numbers told in the end & jointly, Brighton & Radley both pulled 33 points clear.
 
Four young athletes pulled out quality performances to stand out on the day. Philippa Brett had broken the County Record & gained the Entry Standard for the English Schools Finals, at the Midlands Championships last weekend in the 300m Hurdles with a time of 45.96s & she carried this forward  this week as she ran clear of her rivals in the opening track event, adding the 80m Hurdle victory later in the day.
 
Amy Sweet had annihilated the under 15 Girls in the 1500m in a p/b of 4:54.7s at Exeter last week & stepping down to the 800m, did exactly the same for another solo run & p/b of 2m:23.1s against both the wind & seering heat. Karis Harrington was just short of her best in the U15 Shot but with a throw of 9.54m & partnered by Maria Brett who's p/b throw of 7.31m produced the only 'double' win of the day.  Under 17, Lamorna Newman, had been hit by a virus recently but was keen to compete & in her first attempt at the Triple Jump, pulled out the best mark in The County for this year at 10.16m & the took the only 'Senior' win of the day.
 
The Senior throws saw Kimberley Rawling making her season debut in the League with a second in the Hammer at 35.46m & a lifetime best throw for 'B' string Caroline Harvey at 29.43m, also took third.

